Glen House, Herring Bridge

It scems that a substantial house has stood on this site
for many hundreds of years, The cellar walls of the
present house are built of Lincoln stone, up to about
three teet from the ground. Also when the plaster was
removed from the walls of the first floor during the last
renovation work, arched windows surrounded by stone
were discovered, There are signs that alterations have
been made to the house at different times - the third
storey windows were originally of the ‘dormer - type’,
that 1s until 1840, when the roof was raised. Various
notes were left around by craftsmen, and these too were
found quite recently.

Clearly the oldest part of the house is the middle
section (18th century), and also the ‘wash-house® which
is built onto it,

I'he large barn, which was also made from Lincoln
stone, was originally joined to two cottages, which can
clearly be seen in the first photograph, and the wall,
which is all that remains of them can be seen in the aerial
view. The Harbour Master is reputed to have lived in
one of these cottages. At one time Pinchbeck was a busy
port - river transport ceased to be practical on the arrival
of the railway.

Near to Glen House was the village ‘lock-up®, where
the stocks were housed at one time.

These large old houses really warrant a much more

thorough investigation and report, If only time would
allow!

An aerial view of Glen House, Herring Beidge.
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During the Great War Royce became a ‘Special
Constable’ in Spalding and was a Justice of the Peace.
He was on a good many committees - his time was fully
occupied in being of service to his country. He had given
up Politics for the duration of the War, but was glad of
the chance to resume his political activities with the
General Election of 1918. But his views were no longer
what they had been and he caused a sensation by
severing his connection with the Conservatives and he
put himself forward as a candidate for the Labour Party.
He was adopted at the first General Election after the
war, He was now embarking on a new career at the age
of sixty.

Royce wanted to improve the conditions in which the
poorer classes lived. He was in favour of nationalisation
of coal mines and railways. He had in fact favoured this
whilst still a Conservative, much to the horror of his
fellow associates, The problems of the agricultural
workers were also of interest to him, and he strongly
Supported the principle of Trade Unionism for land

workers. He still held the same views on matters of

Imperial Policy, believing strongly in the British
Commonwealth of Nations. Royce’s real work was to
Serve on committees and to be of use to his constituents
in every way possible, rather than fancy speech making.
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Parliament, however he retained the distinction of being
the only Labour member in the whole of Lincolnshire.
The short lived Parliament of 1923 came to an end. a
further fight and another victory for Royce. This was his
third and final contest.

In 1924 he was offered the Governship of Tasmania
and he decided to accept on the grounds that it was a
great honour for Spalding. On Monday 23rd June he
caught the train to London and then a bus towards the
House of Commons. It was whilst on this bus that he
slipped peacefully away - he left a widow and ten
children behind.

Otway Hall, a moated mansion owned by the family of
that name, stood on the site of the present Hall until it
was replaced in 1806.
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